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them the distinctiveness of the Jews has no value,
and their own Jewishness is only the survival of a
name without any actual content. Their views can
have no place in a discussion of Jewish lifej they
believe only in Jewish suicide. The issue between
the Jewish nationalists and the Jewish assimilationists
is not between the will to live as Jews or to die as
Jews, but between two answers to the question, how
the life of the Jews can best fulfil its spiritual poten-
tialities* The nationalists say by becoming a nation,
the assimilationists say by remaining as they are, a
universal people with diverse nationalities but a
common religion. At the moment they are neither
one nor the other. Which, however, shall be the aim
of their collective striving? For a group, like an
individual, must at times give conscious direction to
its life. The discussion of this question will be the
subject of a later chapter*

Spiritually, the Jews in Palestine have so far pro-
duced nothing noteworthy, The greatest Palestinian
writer up to now has been Bialik, who wrote his
Hebrew poems while he was still in Russia, The
Hebrew University is a valuable institution rather
than a new cultural force. Its ultimate value as an
exponent and cultivator of a special genius will depend
altogether on whether the Jews in Palestine develop
a genius of their own. If they do> it will be their